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annual 


REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


For  the  Year  Ended  December  31st,  1953 


Public  Health  Department, 
Brightwell  House, 

East  Street, 

Famham,  Surrey. 

September,  1954. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen , 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report,  together  with 
that  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  the  year  1953. 

I regret  that  for  reasons  of  economy  it  has  been 
necessary  to  keep  to  a factuarial  report  and  therefore 
no  charts  or  diagrams  are  included,  which  perhaps  might 
have  made  it  a little  more  interesting. 

The  death  rate  was  the  highest  so  far  recorded, 
largely  due  to  the  epidemic  of  influenza  in  January  which 
took  heavy  toll  of  the  elderly.  On  the  other  side, 
however,  it  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  the  number  of 
cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  the  lowest  so  far 
recorded. 


Progress  has  been  made  in  immunisation  against 
diphtheria  and  it  is  hoped  that  this  will  continue  to  improve, 
as  constant  vigilance  in  this  matter  is  required. 

During  the  last  year  or  so  there  has  been  a 
gradual  rising  of  housing  standards  due  to  the  large  number 
of  new  houses  built  by  local  authorities  and  by  private 
enterprise.  Tenants  living  in  the  older  type  of  cottage 
become  dissatisfied  when  they  see  others  living  in  houses 
provided  with  every  modern  convenience  and  they  feel  there 
is  little  hope  of  ever  obtaining  possession  of  one  of  them. 

Many  of  the  older  cottages  are  let  at  very  low  rentals  and  are 
owned  by  persons  quite  unable  to  spend  money  on  improvements. 
Some  of  these  dwellings  have  been  slowly  deteriorating  through 
and  since  the  war  years  and  the  problem  is  whether  to  endeavour 
to  get  structural  improvements  carried  out  and  up  to  date 
fittings  installed,  which  means  the  expenditure  of  considerable 
sums  of  money,  or  to  advise  eventual  closing.  It  is  the 
intention  of  the  Government  to  focus  particular  attention  on 


these  problems  and  local  authorities  will  encourage  owners  to 
make  greater  use  of  the  facilities  provided  in  the  Housing 
Act,  1949. 


I would  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council 
to  the  variety  of  voluntary  services,  whose  work, I am  happy 
to  say,  is  increasing.  Their  enthusiastic  and  wholehearted 
support  is  of  the  utmost  value  in  the  district. 

The  work  of  the  Department  continues  to  increase 
and  the  administration  of  the  Shops  Act  and  the  inspection 
of  meat  will  cause  additional  work,  hut  it  is  hoped  that  it 
will  he  possible  for  this  to  be  carried  out  efficiently 
without  additional  staff,  at  any  rate  for  the  present. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  BEDO  HOBBS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SO  Cl  ill  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 
The  area  of  the  Urban  District  of  Famham  is  9,039 

acres. 


The  Registrar-General* s estimate  of  the  population 
for  1953  is  24,150. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  1953 
was  7,370  and  shops  with  dwellings  206,  giving  a total  of 
7,576.  This  is  an  increase  of  252  over  the  figure  for  1952. 

The  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the  end 
of  1953  was  1,204. 

The  rateable  value  is  £232,632  and  the  sum  represented 
by  a penny  rate  is  £930. 


Live  Births  (legitimate) 

Live  Births  (illegitimate) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the 
estimated  resident  population 


Total  M.  F, 

318  156  162 

13  8 5 


13.7 


Still  Births  (legitimate) 
Still  Births  (illegitimate) 


3 2 1 

0 0 0 


Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population 


0.124 
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Hie  birth  rate  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year  but 
is,  as  usual,  lower  than  the  average  rate  of  15,5  for  England 
and  Wales. 

Total  hL  3\ 

Deaths  382  201  181 

Rate,  per  1,000  of  the  population  15.8 

The  death  rate  is  the  highest  recorded  so  far  as  my 
records,  dating  back  to  1924,  show,  and  compares  with  the  figure 
of  11.4  for  England  and  Wales.  This  high  figure  is  to  some 
extent  due  to  an  epidemic  of  influenza  in  January , 1953,  when 
the  death  rate  among  the  aged  was  particularly  heavy. 

There  was  one  maternal  death  but  in  this  case  the 
interval  between  the  maternal  condition  and  death  was  over 

twelve  months. 

There  were  7 deaths  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age 
and  of  these  3 were  under  4 weeks  of  age.  This  gives  a death 
rate  of  21.1  per  1,000  live  births,  the  figure  for  England  and 
Wales  being  26.8.  This  figure  continues  to  show  the  steady 
improvement  which  has  been  going  on  in  recent  years. 

The  classified  causes  of  death  are  as  follows 


M.  F. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 

• • • 

• » # 

3 

0 

Non-Fulmonary  Tuberculosis 

• « • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Disease  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  

• . • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  

• • • 

• • • 

« • • 

1 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections  . . . 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

• • ♦ 

• • t 

0 

0 

Measles  

• o • 

• • • 

» ♦ • 

0 

0 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic 

Diseases 

• • • 

0 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

» • . 

• ♦ m 

« • « 

2 

6 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

» • 0 

• • • 

10 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

0 

5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus 

# • 1 

• • • 

• • f 

0 

2 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

ft* 

20 

9 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  ... 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

Diabetes  

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

2 

1 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

If# 

« • • 

24 

42 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  ... 

. . • 

• • » 

• • • 

25 

17 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease 

• • • 

5 

5 

Other  Heart  Disease  ... 

... 

• • • 

• If 

35 

33 

Other  Circulatory  Disease 

... 

• • • 

• to 

5 

10 

Influenza  

... 

• • • 

t f « 

7 

4 

Pneumonia  

... 

• • • 

• • • 

13 

4 

Bronchitis  

. . . 

• 0 ♦ 

18 

6 

4 


Other  Disease  of  Respiratory  System 
Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . . . 
Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  ...  ... 

Hyperplasis  of  Prostate  

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

Congenital  Malformations  

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  

All  Other  Accidents  

Suicide  ... 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 


M.  F. 
0 2 
6 3 

1 1 

1 3 

2 0 

0 1 
1 2 
9 16 

2 1 
2 4 

5 1 

0 0 


Totals 


201  181 


Diseases  of  heart  and  arteries  account  for  25$  of  the 
deaths  and  vascular  lesions  of  the  central  nervous  system  for 
17$.  Malignant  disease  accounts  for  14$  and  the  same  figure 
accounts  for  diseases  of  the  lungs,  such  as  pneumonia, 
bronchitis  and  influenza.  The  suicides,  5 men  and  1 woman,  are 
higher  than  usual. 


GMERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


The  following  is  a list  of  clinics  and  treatment 

centres  :- 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - Tuesdays  and 
'Thursdays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Institute,  Rowledge  - 1st  and  3rd  Mondays,  2-4  p.m. 
The  Village  Hall,  Wrecclesham  - 2nd  and  4th  Mondays, 

2-4  p.m. 

The  Scouts’  Hall,  Gravel 'Hill,  Lower  Bourne  - 1st  and 
3rd  Wednesdays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Institute,  Hale  - Fridays,  2-4  p.m. 

The  Scouts’  Hut,  Badshot  Lea  - 2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays, 
2-4  p.m. 

The  Village  Hall,  Weyboume  - 1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays, 

2-4  p.m. 


School  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham  - 1st,  3rd  and 
5th  Fridays,  9,30  a.m.  - 12  noon. 

Chest  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - Tuesdays, 
9.15  a.m.  - 5 p.m. 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation  Clinic 


Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - 1st,  3rd  and  5th 
Fridays,  9.30  a.m.  - 12  noon. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famhain  - Wednesdays, 

1.30  - 5 p.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  -'Mondays,' 
Wednesdays,  Thursdays  and  Fridays,  9 a.m.  - 5 p.m. 

Speech  Training  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham  - Mondays, 

9.30  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Ophthalmic  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Farnham  - 2nd  and  4th 
Fridays,  9,30  a.m.  - 4 p.m. 

Physiotherapy  Clinic 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - Thursdays, 

10  a.m.  - 12  noon. 

Cleansing  Centre 

Brightwell  House,  East  Street,  Famham  - when  required. 
HOSPITAL  CAR  SERVICE 

The  figures  of  this  service  for  the  past  four  years 
are  as  follows 


Year 

idle  age 

Journeys 

Patients 

1950 

26,821 

2,026 

2,142 

1951 

27,265 

1,852 

1,987 

1952 

31,316 

1,626 

2,058 

1953 

29,793 

1,540 

2,340 

This  shows  that,  as  more  patients  have  been  transported 
with  fewer  journeys,  there  has  been  a definite  economy  in  the  use 
of  cars. 


Mrs.  Hodgkinson,  the  Area  Transport  Officer,  and  her 
deputy,  Mrs.  Nelson  Marrows,  together  with  their  33  drivers,  have 
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provided  a most  useful  service,  always  working  cheerfully  and 
willingly  under  every  kind  of  weather  condition. 

AIvBULANCE  SERVICE 

I am  indebted  to  Superintendent  H.  Mansey  for  details 
of  the  work  done  by  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade,  which  can  be 
put  under  three  headings 

1 . Ambulance  Service  --  Details  of  Calls  and  Mileage 


Type  of  Case 

Ambulance  Cases 

Car 

Cases 

Number 

Mileage 

Number 

Mileage 

Accident 

108 

754 

39 

177 

Emergency  Illness 

128 

895 

24 

135 

Maternity 

47 

552 

95 

747 

Hospital  Transport 

833 

9,296 

1,024 

13,562 

Outpati ents 

994 

IS, 377 

2,041 

14,756 

Transport  from  one 
private  address 
to  another 

24 

402 

20 

391 

Helping  patient 
in  home 

4 

18 

3 

51 

Totals 

2,138 

24,294 

3,246 

29,819 

In  addition  to  the  above  County  cases,  52  private  calls 
involving  a mileage  of  3,151  were  answered.  The  total  for  1953 
was,  therefore 


Cases  - 5,436 
Mileage  - 57,264 

This  shows  an  increase  of  118  in  the  number  of  calls 
over  the  figure  for  1952. 

The  regular  staff  consists  of  6 people  and  the  amount 
of  work  could  not  be  done  were  it  not  for  the  very  large  amount 
of  voluntary  duty  put  in  by  members  of  the  division.  All  the 
night  duty  - 3,635  hours  - together  with  5,331  hours  during  the 
day,  was  done  by  volunteers.  In  addition,  the  ladies  of  the 
Nursing  Division  put  in  3,205  hours. 
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2.  Public  Duties 


Coronation  year  brought  nany  more  requests  than 
usual  for  attendance  at  public  events,  including  the  Coronation 
Procession  and  Rimnymede  Memorial.  In  addition,  regular  week- 
end duty  was  carried  out  at  Prensham  Little  Pond  and  the  usual 
summer  camps  at  Woodlarks  were  attended. 

3.  Instruction  in  Pirst  Aid 


Members  of  the  Brigade  have  all  taken  and  passed 
their  annual  re-examination. 

The  Nursing  Cadets  are  now  organised  into  two  Divisions 
under  Acting  Cadet  Superintendent  Mrs.  Barfield,  the  Regal 
Cinema  Division  being  the  first  of  its  kind  in  Surrey.  They 
have  taken  part  successfully  in  the  County  Competitions  for  the 
first  time. 

The  Ambulance  Cadets  under  Cadet  Officer  G.  Barfield 
are  now  on  a solid  footing, with  the  older  boys  taking  their 
N.C.Os,  examinations. 

Dr.  Norman  (Divisional  Surgeon)  has  given  a series 
of  first  aid  lectures  to  the  general  public  at  Beadquarters 
and  the  course  was  well  attended.  The  Division  also  sponsored 
a series  of  first  aid  evenings  at  the  request  of  the  Toe  B. 

The  Parnham  Division  is  very  much  alive  and  this  is 
largely  due  to  the  enthusiasm  of  the  voluntary  members. 

DAY  NURSBRY 


Although  capable  of  accommodating  at  least  30  children, 
there  has  been  only  an  average  of  26  children  in  the  nursery 
during  the  past  year.  There  have  been  fewer  babies  under  two 
years  than  previously  and  for  this  reason  the  number  of  students 
working  in  the  nursery  has  been  reduced  by  two.  There  has  been 
very  little  illness  and  the  children  appear  very  happy. 

VOLUNTARY'  ACTIVITIES 

The  Women’s  Voluntary  Services 


"Meals- on- Wheels" 


This  is  administered  by  the  Women1 s Voluntary  Services. 
The  number  of  meals  provided  has  fallen  considerably.  The 
weekly  average  is  now  about  38,  which  is  considerably  less  than 
half  what  is  was  in  1952. 


Darby  & Joan  Clubs 

The  membership  of  these  clubs  has  shown  a steady 
increase.  Regular  meetings  of  the  six  clubs  are  held  and  the 
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W.V.S. , provide  teas,  entertainraents  and  outings.  During  the 
Coronation  celebrations  a most  successful  old  folks  tea  was 
organised  and  the  W.V.S. , who  are  in  touch  with  so  many  old 
people  in  the  area  through  their  Welfare  Visitor,  helped  in 
compiling  lists  of  people  eligible  for  Christmas  benefits. 

The  Welfare  Visitor  is  often  able  to  help  people  in  their  homes 
in  a great  variety  of  ways. 

The  British  Red  Cross  Society 

The  following  is  a report  of  the  activities  of  the 
Red  Cross,  whose  detachment  is  flourishing 

Famham  Old  Folks  Club 


This  club  continues  to  meet  on  the  first  and  third 
'Thursdays  of  each  month  at  the  Red  Cross  Centre.  On  the  first 
Thursday  of  the  month  an  entertainment  is  provided  and  on  the 
other  day  a Bring- and- Buy  sale,  run  by  the  members  themselves, 
is  held,  which  considerably  helps  the  finances  of  the  club. 

In  addition,  there  have  been  the  usual  outings,  including  a 
visit  to  London  to  see  the  Coronation  decorations. 

G-oodf ellowship  Club 


There  has  been  an  increase  in  membership  and  there 
are  now  30  on  the  books.  An  Officer  or  Member  of  the  Detachment 
attended  each  meeting  throughout  the  year. 

'Thanks  are  again  due  to  the  generous  help  of  the 
following  - Rotary,  41  and  Round  Table  Clubs  in  the  matter  of 
transport,  and  the  W.V.S. , Inner  Wheel,  Ladies’  Circle,  Ladies’ 
Club,  Frensham  W.I.,  and  the  Afternoon  Town swomen ’ s Guild,  who 
have  generously  provided-  the  teas.  Last,  but  not  least,  the 
instructors  who  gave  unsparingly  of  their  time  and  talents. 
’Without  all  these  kind  friends,  the  Club  could  not  have  existed. 

Two  sales  of  work  have  taken  place  during  the  year, 
one  at  The  Bourne  in  July,  which  was  very  successful,  the  other 
in  Wrecclesham,  where  slightly  more  was  made  than  last  year. 

At  the  latter  sale  of  work  one  member  received  third  prize  for 
handicraft  in  an  open  competition.  In  addition,  in  November 
articles  were  sent  to  a sale  of  work  at  Guildford.  The  Club 
has  received  a grant  from  the  Bourne  & District  Nursing 
Associati on. 

Trolley  Shop 

This  was  started  in  the  first  week  in  April  for  the 
Famham  Hospital  on  Tuesday  afternoons  and  covers  six  wards. 

It  is  run  entirely  by  teams  of  Red  Cross  Associates  and  provides 
toilet  necessities,  sweets,  writing  paper,  cigarettes  and  stamps 
and  has  proved  a very  worthwhile  innovation.  In  addition,  at 
Christmas  time  7-J  dozen  Xmas  cards  were  purchased  for,  and  sold 
to,  patients  in  the  Hospital. 


- 
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Trolley  Basket 


This  was  also  started  in  April,  1953,  for  the  old 
people  in  West  and  South  Blocks  and  Lower  Tanner  Wards  at  the 
Famham  Hospital.  Teams  of  Bed  Cross  Associates  take  the 
basket  round  each  Wednesday  and  the  opportunity  of  being  able 
to  choose  something  they  like  adds  to  the  pleasure  with  which 
the  patients  await  them. 

Vi  siting 

The  after-care  work  for  the  almoners  at  the  Famham 
Hospital  has  been  steadily  increasing  during  the  last  twelve 
months  and  out  of  the  882  visits  paid  by  the  Welfare  Department 
the  majority  have  been  to  follow  up  old  patients  discharged 
from  hospital.  On  several  occasions  visits  have  been  paid  to 
elderly  husbands  or  wives  whose  spouses  are  in  hospital  and  are 
worrying  about  the  husband  or  wife  left  at  home.  Often 
ex-patients  have  been  found  in  various  financial  difficulties 
or  in  need  of  clothing,  fuel  and  extra  nourishment  and  the 
Society  has  either  been  able  to  help  them  or  put  them  in  touch 
with  the  appropriate  agencies  or  charitable  organisations. 

In  addition,  visits  are  paid  each  Wednesday  to  the  patients  in 
West  and  South  Blocks  and  Lower  Tanner  Wards  by  either  Red 
Cross  Associates  or  members  of  the  Inner  Wheel. 

St,  John  & Red  Cross  Mobile  and  Hospital  Libraries 


During  1953,  1,628  library  books  were  delivered,  which 
is  a slight  increase  over  last  year  and  is  an  encouraging  sign. 

The  Welfare  Officer  and  Red  Cross  Associates  have  been  responsible 
for  their  distribution.  There  are  three  sections,  namely, 
Children’s,  T.B.,  and  ordinary,  and  the  readers’  choice  of  books 
covers  a varied  range  of  works  but,  as  in  all  libraries,  small 
print  is  never  acceptable. 

The  daily  work  of  the  library  is  carried  out  by  an 
Associate  who  is  experienced  in  library  work  and  has  attended  a 
course  at  Ashridge,  which  she  found  both  helpful  and  interesting. 
In  addition,  the  magazine  side  continued  to  flourish. 

Famham  Hosnital  Library 

The  Famham  Hospital  Library  completed  another  success- 
ful year  in  1953.  The  total  number  of  books  in  the  library  is 
800  and,  with  four  exchanges  a year  from  the  Red  Cross  County 
Depot  at  Guildford,  this  provides  an  average  of  230  books  - 
including  some  special  requests,  amounting  to  about  30  in  number. 
Gifts  of  books  totalling  79  were  received.  The  total  number  of 
books  issued  to  patients  and  staff  amounted  to  2,596  among 
1,844  readers. 

There  were  several  long-term  patients  who  read  a large 
variety  of  books  and  one  - who  was  in  the  hospital  for  over  13 
weeks  - was  very  appreciative  of  the  selections  provided  for  her. 
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The  demand  continues  for  detective  fiction,  Westerns  and 
romance  for  the  most  part,  although  biography  and  travel  books 
were  enjoyed  by  some  patients.  There  were  requests  for  only 
one  or  two  foreign  books  this  year.  The  library  is  open  each 
week  and  the  number  of  regular  assistants  to  the  librarian  is 
5,  although  there  are  others  who  come  from  time  to  time,  as 
requested.  Six  Associate  Members  of  the  B.R.C.S.  have  been 
carrying  on  bookbinding  and  repairs  and  a total  of  90  books 
was  recorded. 

In  addition,  duties  have  been  undertaken  and  help 
given  at  Bren sham  First  Aid  Post,  Woodlarks  Camp  for  physically 
handicapped  children,  blood  transfusion  sessions,  dental 
clinic,  welfare  clubs  and  fetes,  etc.,  and  with  most  of  these 
activities  the  Junior  Red  Cross  Cadets,  of  which  there  are 
three  units,  have  been  associated.  Nine  members  have  joined 
the  N.H.S.R.  and  two  teams  entered  for  the  Ashcombe  Shield. 

HOSPITALS 


There  has  been  no  change  in  the  hospitals  in  the 
district,  which  consist  of  Famham  Hospital,  a general  hospital 
of  178  beds  with  out-patient  department  and  all  ancilliary 
services;  Trimmer’s  Hospital,  a general  practitioner  hospital 
of  £6  beds;  and  Green  Lane  Hospital,  providing  10  cubicle  beds 
for  infectious  cases  and  another  8 cubicle  beds  for  a variety 
of  other  cases  of  a semi-infectious  nature.  Arrangements  have 
been  made  for  the  old  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  blocks  to  be 
re-opened  to  accommodate  about  40  chronic  cases.  This  is,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  be  used  to  allow  for  the  present  wards 
for  chronic  cases  at  Famham  Hospital  to  be  improved,  after 
which  it  will  provide  much  needed  additional  accommodation  for 
the  district. 


The  W.V.S.,  undertake  the  visiting  of  chronic  sick 
patients  who  have  no  friends  or  relatives  near  enough  to 
visit  them  - a service  which  is  much  appreciated. 

HOME  HELPS 


There  are  14  home  helps  available.  Last  year  I 
stated  that  this  service  had  not  been  used  as  much  as  expected. 
Since  then,  more  people  have  become  aware  of  the  facilities 
available  and  the  following  figures  show  a definite  increase 
on  last  year.  Figures  in  brackets  are  those  for  195£  :- 

Cases  Attended  Hours  Worked 

General  - 

Acute  54  (31) 

Chronic  £8  (33)  1£,704-J  (I0,660j) 

Tuberculosis  4 (3) 

4£  (£7)  3,£15j  (£,884) 


Maternity 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 
OTHER  DISEASES 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infectious 
diseases,  in  age  groups,  notified  during  1953  :- 


Total  Deaths 
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ID 

Infectious 

Disease. 

Scarlet  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Pneumonia 

Erysipelas 

Dysentery 

Meningococcal 
Infection  • 

Poliomyelitis 

cd 

cd 

H 

Measles 

Whooping  Cough 

•x  17  deaths  but  only  4 cases  notified. 
12. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


In  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  was  a mild 
epidemic  of  influenza  and  the  number  of  deaths  reported  in 
January  was  exactly  double  that  for  January,  1952.  A consider- 
able proportion  of  these  were  a direct  or  indirect  result  of 
influenza,  mainly  affecting  elderly  folk. 

Measles 


There  was  also  an  outbreak  of  measles  in  January  and 
February.  309  cases  were  reported  during  the  year,  which  is, 
however,  slightly  less  than  in  1951  - the  year  in  which  the 
last  epidemic  occurred. 

Smallpox 

A lady  who  had  been  a contact  of  smallpox  developed 
a rash  like  chickenpox  and  caused  a certain  amount  of  anxiety 
for  a time,  but  the  dignosis  was  definitely  established  as 
chickenpox. 

Poliomyelitis 


Two  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year, 
one  paralytic  and  one  non-paralytic,  but  there  were  no  deaths. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  exist  for  dealing  with 
paralytic  cases  at  Treloar’s  Hospital,  Alton. 

Diphtheria 

Once  again  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  there 
have  been  no  cases  of  diphtheria  in  the  district  since  1943. 

The  figures  for  diphtheria  immunisation  during  1953 
are  as  follows  :- 


Age  Group 

Primary 

Boo  sting 

Under  5 

252 

5 

5-14 

45 

943 

Total 

297 

948 

Thi s shows  another  welcome  increase  in  primary 
immunisation  and  a very  substantial  increase  in  the  number  who 
have  received  boosting  doses,  rising  from  104  in  1952  to  948  in 
1953.  This  is  entirely  due  to  re-starting  the  immunisation  of 
children  at  the  schools,  which  had  been  allowed  to  lapse  in  the 
last  three  years. 
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Whooping  Cough 


No  organised  propaganda  for  whooping  oough  immunisation 
has  been  carried  out  but  it  has  been  given  at  the  clinics  when 
requested,  and  the  number  of  children  immunised  during  1953  was 
as  follows  :- 


Age  Group 

Primary 

Boosting 

Under  5 . 

188 

2 

5-14 

5 

8 

Total 

193 

10 

VACCINATION 


The  number  of  vaccinations  against  smallpox  performed 
during  the  year  was  :- 


Age  Group 

Vaccinated 

Re- vaccina ted 

Under  1 

147 

0 

1 year 

58 

0 

2-4 

12 

2 

5-14 

8 

29 

15  & over 

7 

68 

Total 

232 

99 

venereal  disease 

Once  again,  no  cases  of  venereal  disease  were  reported 
during  the  year. 

CANCER 

In  view  of  the  prominence  given  in  the  lay  press  to 
the  incidence  of  cancer,  particularly  cancer  of  the  lung,  I 
thought  it  would  be  interesting  to  see  if  deaths  from  cancer 
had  increased  in  Farnham  in  recent  years. 

The  table  appended  shows  the  number  of  deaths 
expressed  as  a percentage  of  the  total  deaths  and  also  the 
rate  per  1,000  of  the  population.  It  shows  that  there  is  no 
significant  rise,  and  what  little  increase  there  has  been  in 
recent  years  is  probably  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  people 
are  living  longer  and  that  cancer  is  largely  a disease  of  old 
age.  Although  cancer  of  the  lung  has  undoubtedly  increased, 

I have  no  figures  of  the  incidence  of  this  in  the  earlier  years. 
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Deaths  From  Cancer 


Year 

Total  Deaths 
All  Causes 

Deaths 

from 

Cancer 

Percentage  of 

I Total  Deaths 

Population 

Rate  Per 
1,000  of 
Population 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1934 

228 

20 

14 

34 

14.9 

19,850 

1.7 

1935 

221 

18 

14 

32 

14.4 

19,950 

1.6 

1936 

232 

12 

24 

36 

15.5 

20,350 

1.7 

1937 

247 

8 

23 

31 

12.5 

20,430 

1.5 

1938 

265 

19 

28 

47 

17.1 

20,670 

2.2 

1939 

273 

22 

21 

43 

15.7 

21,500 

2.0 

1940 

323 

24 

23 

47 

14.5 

23,190 

2.02 

1941 

298 

16 

18 

34 

11.4 

24,740 

1.3 

1942 

273 

24 

22 

46 

16.8 

23,520 

1.9 

1943 

292 

29 

23 

52 

17.6 

22,760 

2.2 

1944 

308 

27 

28 

55 

17.8 

22,760 

2.4 

1945 

288 

24 

23 

47 

16.3 

22,430 

2.09 

1946 

311 

23 

34 

57 

18.3 

23,260 

2.4 

1947 

316 

24  • 

18 

42 

13.2 

23,450 

1.7 

1948 

267 

22 

20 

42 

15.7 

24,120 

1.7 

1949 

331 

23 

. 32 

55 

16.6 

24,120 

2.2 

1950 

310 

26 

24 

50 

16.1 

24,220 

2.06 

1951 

325 

23 

30 

53 

16.3 

24,080 

2.2 

1952 

316 

26 

25 

51 

16.1 

24,030 

2.1 

1953 

382 

32 

23 

55 

14.3 

24,150 

2.2 

TUBERCULOSIS 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  of 
tuberculosis  and  deaths  from  that  disease  during  the  year  :- 


Age 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Non- 

Non- 

Periods 

Respiratory 

Re  spiratory 

Respiratory 

Re  spiratory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1-5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5-15 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  - 25 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

25  - 35 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35  - 45 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

45  - 55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

55  - 65 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

Over  65 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

4 

2 

1 

1 

4 

0 

0 

0 

The  number  of  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  namely  six, 
is  the  lowest  yet  recorded  in  the  district. 
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SMI  TART  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  REPORT  FOR  1955 

The  following  classifed  table  is  submitted  of  (a) 
the  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year; 
(b)  the  number  of  notices  served  during  the  year;  (c)  the 
result  of  the  services  of  such  notices  :- 


(a)  Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  made  during  the  year 


Dwellinghouses 


Number  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  and 

Housing  Acts  159 

Number  of  inspections  made,  including 
re-inspections  and  visits  to  works  in 
progress 386 

Other  Visits  and  Inspections 


Meat  and  Other  Foods  301 

Food  Premises  566 

Dairies  32 

Factories  208 

Shops  •••  • • ■ • • • . . » •••  •••  VI 

Milk  Sampling  163 

Ice-Cream  Sampling  38 

Water  Sampling  12 

Rodent  and  Pest  Control 1,145 

Drainage  ...  257 

Piggeries  15 

Caravan  Sites  44 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  30 

Schools  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  • • • 5 

Common  Lodging  House  4 

Miscellaneous  215 


(b)  Notices  Served  :- 


Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  under 

the  Public  Health,  Housing  and  other  Acts  59 

(c)  Results  of  Notices  :- 


(1)  Preliminary  Notices  - 

(a)  Complied  with  53 

(b)  Work  not  commenced  6 

59 


Total 


16. 


(S)  Statutory  Notices  - 

(a)  Complied  with  6 

(b)  Work  not  commenced  0 

Total  6 


HOUSING 


During  the  year  159  houses  were  inspected  and  59 
notices  sent. 

The  demand  for  better  housing  accommodation  continues 
to  be  acute,  despite  the  fact  that  163  Council  and  89  private 
houses  were  completed  during  the  year.  Informal  notices  to 
owners  of  cottage  property  were  confined  to  repairs  of  an 
essential  character  only,  such  as  leaking  roofs,  extensive 
dampness  and  defective  sanitation.  Owners  of  the  lower  rented 
type  of  dwelling  find  the  cost  of  building  repairs  a serious 
matter  and  the  position  has  deteriorated  during  the  year, 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934 


71  inspections  of  shops  were  carried  out.  During 
these  visits  a number  of  suggestions  for  small  improvements 
were  made  and  were  attended  to  by  the  owners. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT.  1949 

Good  results  were  obtained  by  the  rodent  operator, 
who  made  1,145  visits  in  treating  premises  during  the  year. 

Treatment  of  Sewers 


The  treatment  of  the  sewers  was  continued,  when  only 
two  partial  "takes”  were  recorded. 

Insect  Pests  and  Vermin 


No  serious  infestations  were  reported  during  1953. 


SCHOOLS 


A list  of  the  schools  in  the  district  comprises  the 

following 


15  Private  or  Kindergarten  Schools 
IE  Elementary  Schools 
S Grammar  Schools 
3 Secondary  Modern  Schools 

A main  supply  of  water,  together  with  a main  drainage 
system,  exists  in  all  cases. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS 


Ten  samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were 
taken  from  the  Council’s  Swimming  Baths  during  1953.  The 
results  were  satisfactory. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT 


The  boiler  attached  to  the  sawdust  burning  plant 
at  a large  joinery  works  was  reconstructed  during  the  year 
and  has  since  been  much  more  satisfactory. 

No  complaints  of  a serious  nature  were  received. 
PUBLIC  MORTUARY-  AND  POST  MORTEM  ROOM 

During  1953  37  bodies  were  received  into  the  mortuary 
and  37  post  mortem  examinations  carried  out. 

The  mortuary  is  situated  in  a central  position  and 
is  owned  and  controlled  by  the  Council.  It  serves  the  area 
covered  by  the  Famham  Police  Division  and,  by  arrangement  with 
the  Council,  is  also  used  by  the  Guildford  and  Hambledon  Rural 
District  Councils,  who  make  a payment  for  each  body  received 
into  the  mortuary  from  their  areas. 


SMI  TART  CIRCUMSTMCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER 


The  Wey  Valley  Water  Company  supply#  the  Urban 
District  and  results  of  analyses  obtained  during  the  year  have 
been  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE 

The  extensive  improvements  at  the  sewage  works  were 
completed.  In  a growing  district,  these  improvements  will 
enable  the  plant  to  deal  with  an  increased  flow  of  sewage. 

The  quarterly  emptying  of  cesspools  and  the  weekly 
clearance  of  earth  closets  was  continued. 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 


The  tipping  of  household  refuse  in  the  large  sandpit 
at  Weydon  Lane  was  commenced  early  in  the  year.  Strict 
attention  is  being  given  to  the  covering  of  the  refuse  and, 
despite  the  fact  that  the  pit  is  in  close  proximity  to  a fairly 
large  number  of  houses,  no  nuisance  should  arise  if  every  care 
is  taken. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS 


The  River  Wey  Improvement  Board  has  continued  to 
carry  out  improvements  to  the  River  Wey  and  its  subsidiary 
streams.  The  good  work  done  in  clearing  the  bed  of  the  river 
from  obstructions  and  silt  has  undoubtedly  saved  the  flooding 
of  cottages  and  meadows  in  the  lower  portions  of  the  town. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1957 


The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  during  the  year 


i Premises 

i 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories 

(Non-Mechanical ) 

14 

36 

0 

0 

Factories 

(Mechanical) 

55 

158 

1 

0 

Other  Premises 

5 

14 

0 

0 

Totals 

74 

208 

1 

0 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.  M, 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.  M. 
Inspector 

Prosecutions 

Want  of 
Cleanliness 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

There  were  three  outworkers  engaged  in  the  making  of 
wearing  apparel  in  the  district  during  the  year.  No  action  was 
found  necessary  in  connection  with  these. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


During  the  year  566  visits  were  paid  to  food  shops, 
whilst  in  connection  with  the  actual  inspection  and  examination 
of  foodstuffs  301  visits  were  recorded. 

The  kitchens  and  rooms  of  restaurants,  cafes  and 
hotels  where  the  food  is  prepared  were  regularly  and  frequently 
visited.  The  provision  of  a good  supply  of  hot  water, 
available  at  all  times,  was  insisted  upon,  together  with  a good 
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standard  of  cleanliness.  The  managements  were  asked  tc  see 
that  all  members  of  their  staffs  washed  their  hands  after 
visiting  the  toilet.  Both  proprietors  and  their  staffs 
co-operated  well. 

Construction  of  a large  warehouse  for  a wholesale 
provision  merchant  was  commenced,  whilst  improvements  to 
various  other  food  producing  premises  were  completed. 

MILK 

Practically  all  milk  now  retailed  is  pasteurised. 
There  remains  one  producer- retailer  only  sellir^  raw  milk. 
All  children  attending  school  are  provided  with  pasteurised 
milk. 


The  one  pasteurising  plant  in  the  district  worked 
well  throughout  the  year  and,  on  behalf  of  the  Surrey  County 
Council,  samples  were  obtained  from  the  plant  each  week 
and  monthly  returns  submitted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health. 


The  Public  Health  Service  Laboratory  at  Winchester 
dealt  with  the  analysis  of  all  samples  during  1953. 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  results 
of  samples  obtained  and  submitted  for  analysis  during  the  year 


Designation 

Satisfactory 

Unsati sfactory 

Totals 

Pasteuri  sed 

132 

0 

132 

Accredited 

8 

0 

8 

Tuberculin  Tested 

3 

1 

4 

Sterili sed 

2 

0 

2 

Ungraded 

13 

1 

14 

Totals 

158 

2 

160 

Five  samples  obtained  and  submitted  for  biological 
examination  during  the  year  produced  satisfactory  results. 

Samples  of  rinse  taken  during  the  year  are  summarised 
as  follows  :- 


Designation 

Satisfactory 

Unsati sfactory 

Totals 

Churn  Rinse 

6 

1 

7 

Bottle  Rinse 

5 

1 

6 

Totals 

11 

2 

13 
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ICE-CREAM 


There  are  79  premises  in  the  district  registered  for 
the  sale  of  ice-cream.  Very  little  ice-cream  is  sold  without 
being  pre-packed. 


Results  of  analyses  of  samples  of  ice-cream  taken 
during  the  year  are  as  follows  :- 


Grade  I ...  20 
Grade  II  ...  14 
Grade  III  ...  1 
Grade  IV  ...  0 


Total  35 


MEAT 


The  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  situated  in  an 
adjoining  district  catered  for  the  needs  of  retailers  in  home 
killed  meat  during  1953. 

Every  effort  was  made  by  the  drivers  of  meat 
transport  vans  to  keep  the  interior  of  the  vans  as  clean  as 
possible  and  it  was  satisfactory  to  see  that  protective 
clothing  was  provided  for  the  men  engaged  in  the  handling  of 
carcases. 


Food  condemnations  during  the  year  were  as  follows  :- 


Commodity 

Canned  Fruit 
Tomatoes 
Canned  Meat 
Canned  Vegetables 
English  Beef 
English  Pork 
Imported  Beef 
Fish 

Pork  Sausages 
Bacon 
Whalemeat 
Imported  Rabbits 
Ox  Heads 
Imported  Lamb 
Ham 

New  Zealand  Lambs' 
Cheese 

English  Lamb 


Tons  .Cwts, 


Livers 


10 

10 

9 

7 

7 

3 

2 

1 

1 


Q,rs.  Lbs, 


Hi 

16 

19 

19 

1 

3 

Hi 

22j 

1S| 

11 

4 
E 

26 

26 

22J- 

22 

18 


Carried  Forward 


18 


21 


Commodity 


Tons 


Cwts. 


Lbs . 


Qj*s 


Brought  Forward  3 18  0 4 

Cereals  10J 

Mine  emeat  G 

English  Mutton  6-J- 

Mixed  Peel  5 

lam  1-g- 


Total 


3 18  1 8j 


510  Chocolate  Tea  Cakes 
358  tins  Milk 
120  Fish  Cakes 
33  tins  Soup 
25  tins  Fish  Paste 
12  jars  Caviar 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1935 


There  were  15  slaughtermen  holding  licences  under 
this  Act  in  the  district  during  the  year.  These  licences 
are  renewed  annually. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  importance  of  clean  food  and  personal  cleanliness 
was  stressed  during  visits  to  food  producing  establishments 
and  both  managements  and  staff  co-operated  well  in  this 
respect. 


Many  improvements  were  effected  and  these  were 
usually  reported  to  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

ADULTERANT  ON 


The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  results 
of  samples  taken  during  1953  by  the  Surrey  County  Council, 
the  responsible  authority  for  the  administration  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  in  connection  with  adulteration 
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Articles 

Analysed 

Adulterated 

or 

Irregular 

; Prosecutions 

Convictions 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Formal 

Informal 

Total 

Milk 

52 

4 

56 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Confectionery 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Almonds,  ground 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cream,  sterilised 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ice-Cream 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 ; 

0 

0 

Cream,  synthetic 

1 

' 0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Flour 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 ’ 

0 

0 

0 

Soft  Drink 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meat,  tinned 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Mincemeat 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Suet 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Totals 

68 

4 

72 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 
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